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Worksheet: Non-standard 
English 

Amryl Johnson wrote about her visit to Trinidad in Chapter 2 and used 
non-standard English when presenting the dialogue. 

Decide whether each of the following is a feature of standard English or 
non-standard English. Write each letter into the correct column of the 
table. 

a Informal or friendly tone

b Correct spelling

c Lots of contracted words

d No slang

e Lots of abbreviations

f Longer words and phrases

g Variations in grammar

h Standard grammar

i Formal or polite style or tone

j Fewer contracted words

k Some spelling variations

l Simpler words and phrases

m Lots of slang

n Fewer abbreviations
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